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Deborah Campbell is the author of the multi-award
winning A Disappearance in Damascus. It won the Hilary
Weston Writers’ Trust Prize, Canada’s largest literary
prize for nonfiction books, as well as the Hubert Evans
BC Book Prize, and was selected as a New York Times
Editors’ Choice. The New York Times called it “a searing
and extraordinarily affecting account of her experiences
in Syria in the mid-2000’s, that reads in equal parts as
memoir, history and mystery story.” The book epitomizes
Campbell’s stated goal to “bridge the gap between
readers … and people in troubled places who such
readers would never otherwise meet.” It has been
optioned for screen by Terry George (Hotel Rwanda).

Ronald Wright is the author of ten books of history,
fiction and essays published in eighteen languages
and more than forty countries. His new novel, The
Gold Eaters, spans the first two decades of Spain’s
conquest of the Inca Empire, and “deftly juggles the
elements of historical fiction, war story and coming of
age novel” (Kirkus Reviews). His bestsellers include
the CBC Massey Lectures, A Short History of Progress,
which also won the Libris Award for Nonfiction Book
of the Year, A Scientific Romance, Time Among the
Maya, What is America? and Stolen Continents, which
won the Gordon Montador Award.
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Not often does a poet’s first book receive such wide
acclaim as has Transmitter and Receiver by Raoul
Fernandes. It won the 2016 Dorothy Livesay Prize and
was shortlisted for the Debut Litzer Prize and for the
Gerald Lampert Award. His work has appeared in
numerous literary journals. Raoul’s poems are based in
everyday reality, the things we touch and observe, but
the poems raise them into a new realm of awareness, of
intimacy and empathy. Objects and events are filled with
mystery. Thus, a bunch of old walkmans becomes the
vehicle that lifts him to“something approaching grace”.
Everything, in this world, has a message if we are ready to
receive it. In the title poem the delivery of a pizza is
transformed into an intimate moment of understanding
between strangers. As Raoul has said: “I write a poem to
see how things look ‘poemed”; and the world looks a lot
better, more alive and human than it did before, even in
the midst of Covid.
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Nilofar Shidmehr is an Iranian-born author of two
collections of short fiction and four books of poetry in
English and Persian. She is also an essayist writing on a
wide range of social and political issues including
women’s rights, migration, displacement, and belonging
in relation to Iranian diaspora. Her novella in verse,
Shirin and Salt Man, was a finalist for the BC Book-Prize.
Shidmehr’s stories unfold with a simplicity that at times
jars against the emotional often brutal honesty of their
inherent dilemmas. Romantic longing is set against stark
sexuality. Her choice of language is often poetic: “Words
lose their shape in my mouth”.
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Land AcknowledgmentFor thousands of years the shíshálh and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh people have stewarded this land, their own
(unceded) traditional territory. The SCAC is grateful to gather on these lands and waters, and we

work from a place of respect and responsibility to this gift.


